[bookmark: _9oul7kzesu5c]IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Las Animas City of
 Failed to Implement Significant Deficiency Corrective Action(s)

Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre su agua potable. Tradúzcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.

Our water system recently violated a drinking water requirement. Although this situation is not an emergency, as our customers you have a right to know what happened, what you should do, and what we are doing to correct this situation. 

A routine drinking water inspection conducted on 09/12/2023 by the state drinking water program identified significant deficiencies that may pose a risk to public health. We were required to take action to correct these deficiencies; however, we failed to take action by the required deadline.

	Significant Deficiency
	Required Completion Date
	Steps We Are Taking
	Estimated Completion 
Date

	T310 
	04/12/2025 
	On 09/12/2023 a Sanitary Survey was conducted by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE).  During the inspection leaks were observed in the wall  of Tank No 1 (SDWIS ID: 001), and a review of past inspections highlighted exposed rebar and spalling concrete on the inside of the tank roof which may compromise the structural integrity of the tank and could allow potential sources of contamination into the tank.  On10/12/2023 CDPHE notified the system that the above described situation is considered a Significant Deficiency under Regulation 11, Section 11.3(72) and ordered correction of the situation within 120 days.  

On 12/06/2023 the tank was drained for a condition assessment, comprehensive inspection, and cleaning by KLM Engineering.  This assessment recommended repairing corroded rebar and spalled concrete within 12 months to prevent further deterioration of the tank.

On 02/07/2024 a corrective action plant (CAP) was submitted by the system with a completion date of 12/31/2024.  CDPHE approved the CAP on 03/15/2024.

On 12/04/2024 the tank was drained and KLM Engineering began abrasive blasting exposed rebar and metal surface, epoxy coating rebar and metal, and patch spalled concrete.  During this process it was discovered that much of what was believed to be exposed rebar, was instead corroded post tension tendons which are used for load bearing of the roof.  The tendons were cleaned by hand and epoxy coated to prevent further deterioration while solutions to this issue were found.

On 01/27/2025 a CAP extension was until 04/12/2025.

On 07/14/2025 Structural Preservation System began an investigation on the tank roof which included ground penetrating radar, tendon anchor pocket inspections and testing the current tension of the 147 tendons, of which 13 have failed and 5 were determined marginal.

On 10/03/2025 Structural Preservation Systems proposed three repair options, costing $2,060,000-$2,440,000 with a life expectancy of 15-20 years depending on specifics of the option.  Due to said costs, the City’s engineer, GMS Inc., is currently conducting a cost analysis of the options to repair the existing tank or to replace the tank.
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· An uncorrected significant deficiency may allow contaminants or disease-causing organisms to enter the drinking water, which can cause diarrhea, nausea, cramps, and associated headaches.
What does this mean? What should I do?

· You do not need to boil your water or take other actions. However, if you have specific health concerns, consult your doctor. 

· If you have an infant, severely compromised immune system, are pregnant, or are elderly, you may be at increased risk and should seek advice from your doctor about drinking this water. General guidelines on ways to lessen the risk of infection by bacteria and other disease-causing organisms are available from EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

We anticipate resolving the problem by Within 2 years of City Council and/or CDPHE approval. For more information, please contact Richard Elliott at lapw1@bentcounty.net or 719-456-2571, or P.O. Box 468 Las Animas, CO 81054.

*Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.*

This notice is being sent to you by: Las Animas City of - CO0106300
Date distributed: 10/31/2025
